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contemporaries—and practically by the overthrow of the
Stuarts and the triumph of the Whigs, Algernon Sidney,
an aristocrat who had spent most of his life in exile,
had in his Discourses Concerning Government made a
lengthy reply to Filmer and a reasoned indictment of
Divine Right. Sidney was executed for treason, and
the publication of his book was delayed ; but both his
life and his tragic death must have been valuable assets
to his cause. He expounds, with great erudition and
many references to the Bible and to the history of
antiquity, the limited contract. * And we may be sure
that what contracts soever have been made between
nations and their kings have been framed according to
the will of those nations ; and, consequently, however
so many they are, and whatsoever the sense of any
or of all of them may be, they can oblige no man except
those, or at most the descendants of those, that made
them. "Whoever, therefore, would persuade us that
one or more nations are, by virtue of those contracts,
bound to bear all the insolences of tyrants, is obliged
to show that by those contracts they did for ever
indefinitely bind themselves to do so, how great soever
they might be/ * And again, ' as these contracts are
made voluntarily, without any previous obligation, 'tis
evident men make them in consideration of their own
good ; and they can be of force no longer than he with
whom they are made perform his part in procuring it,
and that, if he turn the power which was given him
for the public good to the public inconvenience and
damage, he must necessarily lose the benefit he was to
receive by it *.
Sidney was apt to labour his points, and his book
would need much condensation to make it attractive
to modern tastes.    He is important as carrying on the
1 Discourses Concerning Government, Chap. Ill, Sec. i.

